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Vocab Development

Many students find that the demands of a tertiary course include having a wide vocabulary to draw on.  So how can you build your vocabulary?

Academics have studied the most commonly used words in academic assignments and devised a list.  The word lists and activities and advice about how to learn them can be found at the following websites:-

< http://language.massey.ac.nz/staff/awl/download/awlsublists.pdf>

< http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/%7Ealzsh3/acvocab/.

There are 10 lists, beginning with the most commonly used words, which are in the first list.  The way to deal with these lists is as follows:-

· Commit yourself to learn 5 words a  day

· Learn to spell the words

· Learn the dictionary definitions

· Find antonyms and synonyms for the words

· Use the words in sentences which demonstrate their meaning

· Find related words from the same stem word

· Test yourself regularly

· Keep records of the words, either on cards or in small notebooks that you can carry around with you

· Use the collocations and the exercises on the web sites to practise the vocab you have learned

· Use the new words in your writing and speaking

· Buy a good quality English dictionary-electronic dictionaries have their uses but they often lack accuracy.

Contact ELSIS: <Janet.Counsell@utas.edu.au>
