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Ten important things that you need to know about writing at university

1. What do lecturers consider important in student writing?

  In a survey of American academics quoted in Hinkel, 2004:p19, they provided a list of the 5 most important qualities of student writing.  They were:-

· Writing is organised to convey major and supporting ideas.

· Relevant evidence is provided to support a position.

· There is a demonstrated ability to produce standard written English, including grammar, spelling, sentence construction, punctuation.

· A range of appropriate vocabulary is used.

· There is an awareness of the audience.

2. Which errors should I try to deal with first?

· Uncountable nouns eg.  equipment, information, knowledge
· Irregular plurals        eg.criterion-criteria, analysis-analyses, basis-bases, hypothesis-hypotheses
· Quanitifiers  eg.  few, a few, little, and subject noun phrases with quantifiers and verb agreement   eg.  some information was provided, much research has been done, many examples can be found

· Subject  and verb agreement  eg.  The researcher investigates, The researcher and two assistants investigate,

· Compound noun phrases  eg.  a five year study was conducted, mature age psychology students, a twenty five year old mystery
         3.The most common verb/preposition combinations are:-

	be applied to
	be associated with
	be based on

	be derived from
	be known as
	be used in

	deal with
	depend on
	lead to

	refer to
	result in
	


4.The next most common verb/preposition combinations are:-
	account for
	add to
	be composed of

	be divided into
	be included in
	be involved in

	be related to
	belong to
	come from

	consist of
	contribute to
	differ from

	look at
	look for
	obtain something from

	occur in
	think of
	


5.The forty most essential verbs are:-
	affect
	consider
	form
	matter
	reflect

	allow
	constitute
	include
	obtain
	relate

	apply
	contain
	increase
	occur
	remain

	arise from
	determine
	indicate
	produce
	represent

	assume
	develop
	investigate
	prove
	require

	cause
	emerge
	involve
	provide
	result in

	change
	find
	lack
	reach
	seem

	appear
	follow
	leave
	reduce
	tend

	
	
	
	
	


6.  Most common positive evaluative adjectives and adverbs:-

	accurate (ly)
	competent (ly)
	impressive (ly)
	thorough (ly)
	useful (ly)

	careful (ly)
	good/well
	innovative (ly)
	significant (ly)
	

	clear (ly)
	important (ly)
	interesting (ly)
	special (ly)
	

	
	
	
	
	


7. The most common negative evaluative adjectives and adverbs:-

	controversial (ly)
	inconclusive (ly)
	misguided
	unconvincing (ly)

	inaccurate  (ly)
	limited
	questionable
	unsatisfactory

	incomplete  (ly)
	minor
	restricted
	

	
	
	
	


8.The most common academic words.  A list has been made of these words, so if you are keen to improve your vocab, go to the website

< http://language.massey.ac.nz/staff/awl/download/awlsublists.pdf>

< http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/%7Ealzsh3/acvocab/.

9. Common academic reporting and belief verbs.

	affirm
	assume
	discuss
	illustrate
	presume

	allege
	claim
	examine
	imply
	reveal 

	argue
	contend
	exemplify
	maintain
	state

	assert
	describe
	explain
	present
	


10.Formal hedges used in academic writing

	about
	fairly
	presumably

	according to
	likely
	relatively

	actually
	merely
	relative to

	apparent
	most +adj
	slightly

	broadly
	nearly
	somehow

	clearly
	normally
	sufficiently

	essentially
	partially
	theoretically

	approximately
	partly
	unlikely

	
	potentially
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