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Listening and note taking 

At university you will obtain a lot of information from listening – in lectures, in tutes and informal conversations with colleagues and friends.  Most international students find it very difficult at first, but experience and time do make it easier.
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A common experience is that lecturers and fellow students do not speak the English of text books.  They use Australian English which may include a lot of unfamiliar vocab or expressions and they do not always speak in complete sentences.  For example:

A: Wotcha up to?

B:  Ummmm.. nuthin much…bludgin’

A: You cummin’ this arvo?

B:  Might.  Got a lot of work to do but…

A:  Yeah!  Me too!  Two assignments and a heap of other stuff..

Translation !

A: What are you doing currently?

B: Nothing much, just wasting time.

A: Are you coming to ( a social event) this afternoon?

B: I might but I have a lot of work to do.

A: I agree with you !  I also have a lot of work to do, two assignments and some other tasks.

So what can you do to improve the listening that you do?

1. Accept that you will not catch everything that is said.

2. Realise that not everything that is said is important.

3. Develop strategies to discriminate between what is important and what is not.

4. Improve your ability to take notes.

5. Create opportunities to increase your listening experience.
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Strategies

1. In a lecture or a video or television program, pay attention to the cues which the speaker gives to indicate that what is being said is particularly important.

2. Sometimes the speaker is giving examples or diverging from the main idea or giving personal recollections.  These are not vital to the understanding of the main ideas.  Learn to distinguish these moments.

3. If you are permitted, you can tape lectures but remember that then you have to listen again and there may be background noise.  Also there will not be any clues like body language to help your comprehension.

4. Most lectures are on the web now so you can check your understanding there.

5. A group or a pair of students might work together to share the listening and note taking.  This will work if you trust the other person to take good notes and if you communicate well with each other.
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6.  A speaker will often give clues about what is important.  For example, he/she might actually say it.  “this is the crucial point….”,   “This is the key to the  understanding of the concept’, “to sum up the major factors which influence…”.  Another way to interpret what is happening is to look for body language which tells you that a point is being emphasised or repeated.  Lecturers will sometimes write key information on the white board for emphasis too.

7. Your note taking skills should enable you to recognise what is important.  You will use abbreviations, diagrams, symbols, mind maps etc. Remember that you are not attempting to write down everything that the speaker says.

8. Be prepared!

An important part of improving your listening in a formal situation, like lectures, is to have a concept of what you are likely to hear.  The plan of lectures in the study guide, the title, the background reading, the plan which the lecturer gives you at the start, are all ways to provide yourself with a guide to what is likely to be covered.

For example,in microeconomics, the first weekly lecture outline might look like this:-

What economics is about-what economics is not about

Why study economics?

Defining some key vocabulary

So, what would you expect to hear?

The pre reading that you have done should be a guide to the language and the ideas that you will hear.  A familiarity with them will assist you to make sense of what you hear.

9.After a lecture, you might also find it useful to get together with some fellow students, have a cup of tea or coffee, and discuss the lecture so that you clarify any aspect of it which was not clear.  If this does not solve your problems, you may need to speak to the lecturer to sort out your confusion.

Some other things you can do to improve your listening.

· Radio is an excellent way to gain listening experience and in Hobart you can listen to the Mercury being read aloud on station 864- a radio reading station .

· You can also use the ABC, the government broadcaster.  The local station is 936 on the AM band.

· ABC Radio National-585- is the national government broadcaster  which often provides transcripts of their programs.  You can look up the website < www.abc.net.au/rn> for a program guide and list of transcripts and pod casts. 

· You can also buy commercially produced tapes where books or short stories are read aloud, usually by professional actors, and this can assist you too.

· SBS TV has good programs and broadcasts in other languages as well as having a website <www.sbs.com.au>  that you can access.

· You can choose an Australian soap on television and commit yourself to 30 minutes of watching and listening to get a “feel” for colloquial language.

· And of course, you can mix and mingle with the locals, join  a club or society or a sporting team.
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