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ELSIS 2007
Getting started at uni.

Congratulations and welcome to the University of Tasmania.  You are beginning a new and exciting stage of your education.

There are some issues which you may be considering and this learning guide is designed to help you think through some of these.

There are three topics which we will cover here.  They are:-

· Effective studying

· Managing your time

· Information gathering

You may want to download this workshop so that you can write your responses.
Effective studying

Think about your experience as a student.  What did you do that made you a successful student?  Make a list of some strategies you used:-

Successful strategies for learning

Some of the strategies that you used in the past may not work so well at university.  You may need to learn some new strategies or add some extra ones.
If you are thinking about developing your repetoire of learning strategies or exploring more fully what sort of learner you are, then the ELSIS face to face workshop on this topic may help you.

.

Managing your time

Think about how much time you will need to be a successful student.  There is a rule that says that for every contact hour, you need to study for two hours.  So if you have 8 contact hours, you need at least 16 study hours, ie.24 hours a week.  On top of that you have assignments to prepare, tutorials to present, group projects, reading.

If you think that you may need some help in designing a study schedule, come along to the ELSIS workshop and see some models which other students have used successfully.

Information gathering.

You will have to gather resources to help you to understand the topics you are studying.  This means books, journals and electronic materials.  Because there is a lot to read, and some of it will be quite challenging, it is helpful to be an effective reader.  It is also useful to be able to use search engines efficiently, find your way around the library, evaluate on line materials and reference your sources accurately. 

· Reading- remember the skills of skimming and scanning and use them.   Be selective and organised about your reading.

· Search engines; the library can help you to identify useful ones and give you some tips.  There are often free workshops which you can attend.

· Getting to know the library: there are free tours, librarians with special responsibilities for subject areas and for international students.  Use them.

· There is on line material and ELSIS handouts about evaluating on line material.  Many students use wikipedia for example, which can be handy to give you some information on a topic but it is NOT an academic site.  Anyone can contribute information to the site and it is not checked or monitored, so treat it as opinion not as fact.

· Referencing: most students find that they have to deal with how to reference their work.  Basically this means that if you read a book or a website and you use some ideas, information or words from that source, then you are obliged to record where you got the information from.  This can be done according to the Harvard system (sometimes called the author, date system) or the foot noting system.  Different departments prefer different styles and each one will give you details of what they require.  You can also look at the library website on the University of Tasmania site (under presentation of assignments) to get further details.  ELSIS provides handouts on referencing and there are many reliable websites, usually from Australian universities that will give you detailed information.
Contact: ELSIS <Janet.Counsell@utas.edu.au>
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