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Writing a cohesive paragraph.

Both coherence and cohesion are required in a good piece of writing.  Here we are looking at the simple mechanics of linking together pieces of information. 
 1.The first strategy is lexical substitution.

Read the following text:

A baby boom took place in the United States between 1945 and 1965.  This 75 million person bulge will move upward through the country’s age structure during the 80 year period between 1945 and 2025…. Today, these middle-aged people make up nearly half of all adult Americans.  In sheer numbers they dominate the population’s demand for goods and services.  Companies not providing products and services for this bulge in the population can go bankrupt.  ( Hinkel, 2004, 281)

Can you see how the noun phrase “a baby boom” has been substituted with the underlined text?  This technique has contributed to a cohesive text without endless repetition of the same words.

Can you see how a similar process has taken place for the noun “United States”?

Another way of looking at the issue is to think about where information is placed in a sentence.  For example, the usual progression is from the known to the unknown.  So the established or known information goes first in the sentence, then the new.  



Framing statements, context information, time and place are also at the beginning.

Examples:

It is important to note that in the twentieth century almost all world leaders were male with the exception of the Philippines.  Cory Aquino, the president of the Philippines, was ….

Can you follow the structure and the linking in the following paragraph?

Coastal erosion is a problem throughout the United States, and it occurs on the east coast and the west coast.  Coastal erosion will directly influence the environment and society in the coastal area.  Cities and villages located in coastal areas will experience changes in the shape of the shoreline.  When shorelines have changed shape, fishing in tide pools and from boats will also need to change.  So, the local people who make their living by fishing will have to adjust their traditional ways of doing their jobs. ( Hinkel, 2004281)

What strategy has the writer used?

2.Demonstrative pronouns

This, that, these and those are features of cohesive discourse.

3.Parallel structures

This is when a parallel relationship of ideas occurs in a sentence.  For example, 

Labour, management, owners and buyers in a corporation are no longer confined to a single society.  The labourers are in Hong Kong, the owners in New York, the managers in both Hong Kong and New York, and the customers in Africa all make up the modern corporate world. (Hinkel, 2004, 286).

Note that conjunctions are used.  Also note that the joined items have to be of the same type (eg nouns, noun phrases , gerunds, verbs or verb phrases, adjectives etc).

Sometimes a parallel structure enables us to avoid repetition.  For example,

We measured the thickness of the bar before applying the solvent, and we measured the thickness of the bar after applying the solvent.

We measured the thickness of the bar before and after applying the solvent.

Other examples of parallel structure:

Natural laws applied to all people and were grasped through reason.

In the tradition of Socrates, the Stoics believed people to be morally self sufficient and capable of regulating their own lives.

Stoicism gave expression to the universalism of the Hellenistic Age, and it held that Greeks, barbarians, senators, patricians, gladiators, or slaves were essentially equal because they all had capacity to reason.

4.Sentence transitions and idea connectors

The most common transitions are however, thus, therefore, then, so.
First, finally, furthermore, hence, nevertheless, rather, yet, in addition, on the other hand are also found in academic texts.

However, you should use them cautiously.  It has been shown that sentence transitions are actually not very common in academic writing at all.

5.Subordinate clauses

There are 3 types of subordinate clauses; adverbial, adjective or relative and noun or nominal clauses.

Adverbial clauses can be divided into four categories;

· Time clauses-as after, as before , when, until,  while
Eg.  When water tables drop, water flows out of springs and ….

        As the air rises, it cools.
· Condition clauses marked with conjunctions if, sometimes, unless, even if, whether or not.

Eg.  If a river is diverted, ecological impacts may be difficult to predict.
· Cause- because, as , since

Eg. Because oceans cover about 70% of the earth’s surface, the largest amount of water enters the atmosphere by evaporation from the ocean surfaces.

· Contrast-although, even though, though, 

Eg.  Although water evaporates from lakes and rivers, large amounts of water enter the atmosphere by transpiration from plants.

It is important to remember that subordinate clauses are, as their name suggests, less important or independent.  The main clause contains the vital information of the sentence while the subordinate clause adds extra information.

Subordinate clauses can be placed at the beginning of a sentence or at the end.

Note:  In adverb clauses of time and condition, only the present and the past tense can be used.

Adjective or relative clauses

Adjective phrases and clauses serve a similar purpose to adjectives but they are always placed after the noun they describe.  Typically they begin with who, what or which. 

Eg:  Today, a typical Australian couple consists of a husband and a wife, who both work outside the home.

Adjective participial phrases

Eg.  Most water flowing in irrigation canals comes from nearby rivers.
The purpose of this structure is to reduce the length of text and to provide sophistication.

Adjective clauses can be reduced to participial phrases in a few steps:

1. the relative pronoun is deleted.

2. the adjective clause verb is converted to a participle.

Eg.  In regions that face the most serious water shortages, about 85% of the water is used in irrigation.

Becomes-

In regions facing the most serious water shortages, about 85% of the water is used in irrigation.

6.Keeping your own voice when reporting what others say:
Noun clauses
These are very common in academic writing.  Their main use is in reporting and paraphrasing information from sources.  The most common pattern of noun clauses is that they are used as objects of reporting or believing verbs.

Eg. Barrow’s research shows that material in long- term memory interacts in interesting ways.

 Millions of students know that they need to revise material in order to remember it.

The question words what, which, where, who and how can often be used with noun clauses to respond to the questions being asked and to link material.

For example, here are some questions which you might have to tackle;

What are some problems with Bentham’s utilitarian theory?

How does the need for political theory arise?

What does Aquinas mean by ‘motion’ and why cannot something be both ‘moved’ and ‘mover’?
Now to convert these questions to statements (noun clauses):

	Main clause
	Noun clause (with embedded question)

	The author asks
	what some problems are with Bentham’s utilitarian theory.

	The article discusses
	how the need for political theory arises.

	Philosophers continue to debate
	what Aquinas means by ‘motion’ and why something cannot be both ‘moved’ and ‘mover’.


7. Verb tenses

The verb tense in the main clause determines the tense in the noun clause.  If the main clause is in the past, the noun clause verb can take the simple present or simple past tenses.  The present tense is far easier to use in both main and noun clauses. (Hinkel, 2004, 265)

Wherever possible, the simple present tense should be used in the main and noun clauses, with the exception of case studies and historical or biographical contexts, which are specifically flagged for the past tense by means of past time adverb phrases (or other markers).

8.The use of that.

This word can be used in many ways and for that reason is sometimes confusing.

1. The most straightforward use of that is as a demonstrative pronoun:

Eg. That article was very well written.

2. It can be used to introduce noun clauses but does not have a particular function. 

Eg.  The writer believes that the earth is flat.

This sentence could be written as –The writer believes the earth is flat.  No meaning would be lost to do this.

3. It can be used to replace subject or object noun phrases.

Eg.  Social interaction that is found in many human activities plays an important role in socialization. (subject)

Eg.  Emotions that people are not willing to discuss include aggression, envy , or disdain. (object)

When it is used as subject or object the word that is vital to the sentence and cannot be omitted.
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Exercises

Sentence level construction.

Identify the parts of the following sentences:

1) The experiment proved the point.

2) Later studies and additional experiments provide additional positive information.

3) Researchers at Sydney University report early evidence that berries are actually good for our health.

4) Various fruit trees and berry bushes have been selling quite well in Sydney and neighbouring suburbs.

5) Making phone calls is usually difficult for those who do not speak the language  very well.

6) At this time of the year, all over the country, celebrities, politicians, and writers have been asked to give graduation speeches in high schools and colleges.

Text level correction within a paragraph:


Direct mail marketing generate about $244 billion per year in sales.  There is at least two issue related to direct mail advertising that needs a thorough examination.  Direct mail advertisers , or direct marketing companies, as they are sometimes called, develops and maintains customer information data.  Data information include name, address and estimated income.  They also contain a list of products that purchases.  Your name is probably on the list, marketers sell to other mailers.  You might say, I’ve never ordered anything by mail.  If you have ever fills out a warranty card for an item or if you have ever uses a  credit card to purchase something in a store, chance are that the data were transmitted somewhere to add to the list of your preferences in.

Text 2

In the stream, communities of macro-invertebrate animals are response to change in the physical and chemical environment.  One of the most concerned factors , which change in these communities, is the human activity.  It is link to water pollutions.  Aim of this report is examine where communities are changed and where it is still unaffected in Newtown Rivulet in Tasmania by human activities.  We collected five samples at each five different site in Newtown Rivulet.  Also some environmental factors such as vegetation types, sediment types, water velocity, temperature, % of oxygen saturation, pH , depth, and conductivity measured as well.  Data analysis used Biodiversity Pro program to do cluster analysis and Shannon H analysis.
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