Case studies about adapting to uni life.  ELSIS 2007. Learning guides No.3

What advice would you give these students?

1.Je got his last essay back from his lecturer. He did not fail but his mark was only a pass even though he spent a lot of time on it.  He needs to get distinctions to be considered for a scholarship next year.  When he spoke to his best friend she just shrugged and gave him some advice.  “Do what I did.  I found a senior who studied this subject last year and he gave me his assignment.  The questions are the same each year.  It takes too much time and anyway as international students we will never have English as good as the locals.” 

2.Connie just passed her subjects last year.  There were always lots of comments on her work, referring to her poor language skills.  She is aware that she has problems but she went to some workshops and they were not helpful.  Her friend told her to use the net because there was lots of information there about writing essays.  This year she wants to get better marks and to improve her writing but she does not know what to do next.

3.Masa came to Tasmania in the middle of last year.  He has passed all of his courses so far but he would like to do better.  In class he is pretty quiet because it takes a long time to think of what he wants to say, but he has plenty of ideas.  He is frustrated because at home he was a very good student but here he is just OK.  He prefers the way teachers taught at home.  There is always knew what to expect in his lectures.  He knew what to read and so he could prepare.  And there was just one exam at the end.  Here he feels confused because sometimes the lecturer talks about things which are not in the notes and there is so much reading to do, but he does not know which book or article is important.  He feels now that he is disadvantaged as an international student even though his parents paid a lot of money in fees for him to come here.

4. Kim lived in the college for the first year but this year she is sharing a  house with fellow students. She works part time in a café in town to earn a bit more cash.  She is doing quite well academically and in fact is a bit bored, both with the course and life in general. 

 Hobart is a lot quieter than her home town and she finds the work pretty easy.  She is worried that she is losing motivation and just drifting, and finding it hard to feel enthusiastic about beginning to study again this year.
5 .Zack is really enjoying life as a student.  Last year he was president of the international student association , as well as being on the committee of his soccer team and playing badminton.  He has been on several club trips and has made lots of friends.  In fact, he could be out every night if he wanted to, drinking and partying with friends.  He wants to do well at his studies and this year he thinks he might cut back on some of his social activities, but his friends laughed when he told them and now he feels a bit sheepish.  Is it possible to have fun and still be a good student he wonders?

6. Misi is a diligent student but she has not done very well in her studies here.  Even though she does the reading and attends the lectures and tutes, she never seems to really understand the work.  She is a bit embarrassed to ask for help because the rest of the students seem to understand and she is worried that she will slow them if she asks lots of questions.  She has been to see the lecturer several times but each time she comes away feeling disappointed that she could not perform better but without any ideas of how to improve.

7.Li is rather shy.  At home he was an excellent student and his family is extremely proud of him.  He has come to Tasmania with plans to do post graduate work and his grades are good enough to achieve this.  He works very hard and spends a lot of time on the computer or in the library.  In fact last year he hardly went out at all.  He lives in a residential college and sees the same students regularly but he does not have any close friends.  This year he is feeling rather homesick and lonely and he wants to meet more people as well as study hard.

8.Albert loves studying in Tasmania.  He is enjoying his IT course and is very ambitious.  When he returns home he is planning to set up his own company.  His flat mate is a good friend and they get on really well even though they didn’t know each other before they started to share a flat.  His friend thinks that his business ideas are great and he has suggested a way for Albert to get some capital together.  It involves using the internet to invest.  Albert is on a scholarship so he doesn’t have a lot of money but his flat mate is convinced that he can make money investing.

9.Dita is enrolled in a finance course.  Her family, especially her dad, is very keen for her to get a qualification which will help with the running of the family business at home.  After 4 weeks of the course, Dita is disappointed to find that she does not really enjoy the study and is finding it difficult to stay motivated.  She hasn’t mentioned this to her family even though she emails them regularly.  In two weeks she will have to hand in her first assignment and she is quite worried about it.
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Case study responses- which would you choose?

A. There is a post graduate association- TUPA- which has film nights and provides other services like thesis binding and computer training.  There is also an international student organisation.  The student union office also has a list of clubs and associations.

B.  There are student advisors who work with international students.  They provide counselling and information about many personal issues and can also help with the paperwork needed to change enrolment or visa matters.

C. Language difficulties or learning problems are dealt with by Jan Counsell, the ELSIS person in Hobart.  She provides help with essays and assignments, and gives workshops where she teaches students.

D. Academic integrity is taken seriously at this university.  Cheating, plagiarism, collusion are all actions which could have serious consequences for students.  Not all students get caught of course, but the ones who do could fail the paper, the course or be excluded from the university.

 E. The internet has a lot of useful information about how to write assignments, how to study, how to read more efficiently.  This uni offers a program called “Scribble” via WebCT which gives lots of information about writing in the science area.  There are workshops held regularly about writing and note taking, reading and answering questions through ELSIS.  You can also make a personal appointment to see the ELSIS person.

F. Talk the problem over with your friends and family.
G. Other ideas???
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