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ELSIS
Academic Integrity

Scenarios

1. Jane and Joe are friends.  Joe is year ahead and has done a similar course .  Jane has a large assignment to do and asks Joe for help.  He reads her work and recognises the topic- he did it last year.  He offers Jane his assignment from last year.  Jane reads it and realises that she doesn’t have much time to do any more research, so she uses it extensively without saying where it came from.

2. Zane is working on an assignment.  A lot of information is available on the internet and he does a considerable amount of cut and paste to assemble his answer.   In fact, he is not all that sure about exactly where each bit of information came from, but he has cited one or two sources.

3. Wang reads the following in a text book written by Harrison in 1992:
-“it remains a central paradox of the new art that it sought its authenticity in a remote Nature, but that this repeated incantation to Nature was made under urban circumstances.”
 Wang paraphrases it to read as follows:-There is a great contradiction here as Harrison (1992) has noticed, that while artists looked for inspiration in Nature they nevertheless lived and worked in cities.

4. Qia has been thinking really deeply about a topic and is half way through the assignment.  One night she reads a new text and there is her idea, in black and white, in a text book.

5. Pia and Tao are working together on an assignment.  Pia is a better writer than Tao and finds it easier to find the words.  Their assignment is due tomorrow and Pia offers to finish the assignment for both of them.

6. Hugh has found a book  which seems perfect for his assignment.  The writer of the book says things so clearly that Hugh knows he could never write so well.  He wants to use the exact words of the writer and he does this:
-the artist is always struggling for his soul or as Bell (1963, p119) would say, ”all that we experience is but the strenuous battle between the soul and the machine for the possession of man.”
Did you work out which was acceptable practice and which was not?

1. This is just plain old cheating although plagiarism would be a factor because  Jane did not mention her source.  The outcomes of such action could be serious: a fail grade, exclusion from the unit.  Joe may also be involved in some form of disciplinary action.  By all means discuss your ideas with friends but realise that the work you hand in has to be your own.

2. Yes technically this is still plagiarism.  Avoid it by noting your sources when you access them.

3. This is fine because it is a paraphrase of the original and the source is cited.

4. It is really difficult to be entirely original, especially when you are an undergraduate and you spend the majority of your time reading other people’s ideas.  In this case Qia should use the text book writer as supporting evidence for her argument.

5. Once again, while it is good to have supportive friends, this kind of ‘help’ would be regarded negatively by lecturers and the university as a whole.  This would be seen as collusion rather than cooperation.

6.  This is fine.  The student has formally quoted the exact words of his source.

Need some more information about academic integrity, plagiarism and related issues?

The first place to go is the University of Tasmania website.  Go to the library page and click on the following section in the guide to presenting assignments:-

http://www.utas.edu.au/library/assist/gpoa/gpoa2.html
This site will give you examples of how to reference your sources and provide examples of good writing.  

If you have further questions, you can ask your lecturers/tutors and ELSIS staff.

Contact: <Janet.Counsell@utas.edu.au>
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